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MBS Review

The MBS taskforce was a topic of discussion at the RACS ASC in Brisbane
recently. The membership was briefed by the president and the executive
member with responsibility for the MBS Review.

The MBS Taskforce Vision is to ensure that the Medicare Benefits Schedule
provides affordable universal access to best practice health services that
represent value for both the individual patient and the health system.

The MBS taskforce is charged with reviewing the MBS rules and item numbers.
There are more than 20 clinical speciality committees and we are on a
combined committee with interventional radiology. This clinical speciality
committee will involve detailed engagement from members with regards to
evidence based requirement for new numbers (eg. FEVAR) and to modify
current numbers. Decisions on these items will be based on detailed advice
from the clinical committee.

We will call for nominations for members to sit on this committee in the near
future and it is expect the whole review will be complete by June 2017.

There are a number of issues for Vascular Surgeons that will be addressed by
the clinical specialist committee, these include the need for evidence to
support item number descriptors and the clear approach when it comes to
addressing appropriate payment for imaging services, including ultrasound and
invasive imaging.

Further information can be found at
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/mbsreviewtaskforce

AVA Report

The ANZSVS Executive committee once again thanks Barry Beiles for his work in
compiling the latest AVA report, it can be downloaded from
https://app.box.com/s/yzoe5vI9coot4vo5b02yvkg94nx3b0gl

VASCULAR Foundation Update

The Vascular Research Foundation Board has its first meeting of newly elected
member representatives in April. The Board members are N. Boyne (Chair), D.
Cavaye, R. Fitridge and A. Van Rij. The foundation is progressing well and is
currently working on selection criteria for grants. The committee will also be
appointing a scientific member and lay-person in the near future.

Board of Vascular Surgery Selection Changes

As some of you may be aware, the Board of Vascular Surgery has made changes
to the minimum eligibility criteria for selection into Vascular Surgery. All
applicants are now required to have completed a minimum of 16 weeks in
vascular surgery and also achieved the generic exam prior to applying for the
program. The Board hopes these amendments will allow a smoother transition
into the training program for the newly appointed trainees.
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ANZSVS 2016 - Sydney

The ANZSVS meeting will be returning to Sydney in 2016, Friday 5 August to
Monday 8 August at Sheraton on The Park. The theme is "Vascular Challenges"
where we will be exploring controversies relevant to surgeons practicing open
vascular surgery and performing endovascular interventions in Australia and
New Zealand. The Vascular Nurses will again join us in a parallel ANZSVN
stream and there will be a Vascular Imaging Symposium Friday 5th August.
Confirmed invited speakers include Andrew Holden (New Zealand), Armando
Lobato (Brazil), Michel Reijnen (The Netherlands), Marc Schermerhorn
(Boston, USA), Guido Rohani (Frankfurt, Germany) and Matthew Smeds (USA).
We look forward to seeing you there.

A. Freeman

RACS ASC 2016

The ANZSVS Executive committee would like to thank Andrew Cartmill for
putting together a fantastic vascular program at the RACS ASC in Brisbane
recently. Dr Tara Mastracci was a great success as the invited speaker and the
whole program was well received.

Vascular at the RACS ASC

There was recent discussion about running a vascular program every alternate
year at the RACS ASC. This was raised at the general meeting with varying
opinions. The Executive committee is keen to hear your thoughts on this
matter, please email any comments to anzsvs@surgeons.org. (If you email
comments, please let us know which ASCs [if any] you have attended in the
last 3-4 years).

Chair in Radiology and Chair in Vascular Surgery

Michael Lawrence Brown has notified the executive committee that two
academic positions will soon be advertised in Perth - a Chair in Vascular
Surgery and Chair in Radiology. He would like members to consider who may
be interested in such positions and contact him or the ANZSVS office if they
wish to discuss further.

ACVA

ANZSVS has recently accepted an invitation to become a member of the
Australian Cardiovascular Alliance. This group has been formed to promote
cooperative research and education into cardiovascular diseases. It will fit
nicely with the role of the Vascular Foundation. For more information please
look at www.ozheart.org.

John Anderson

John passed away peacefully on the 3rd February 2016 at the
age of seventy two with Marie and his family by his side. His
funeral in the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Adelaide was
attended by family, friends and some of the vascular surgery
community that owe him so much. His skills and knowledge were
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not lost in the confusion of the Alzheimer’s assault in the last years of his life;
they had already been generously passed on to his colleagues. Today, young
vascular surgeons learn and use skills available to them because of the
pioneering work and trails that he blazed for them and for so many that came
from every corner of Australia and New Zealand, from Europe, the Americas
and all over Asia to learn from him. He was a pathfinder without peer and
exhibited the qualities of courage, conviction, duty and leadership acquired
during officer training in the Royal Military College Duntroon in Canberra. He
was driven by the need to succeed that is felt by young migrants in their
adopted country. John never sought high office. For him it was sufficient to
know that he had conquered a challenge and found the path. Then, like in the
‘Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner’ he let others cross the line and claim
the prizes. But we who knew him know how much we owe him and he is not
forgotten.

John was born in Glasgow and grew up in the tough ganglands neighbourhood
of the Gorbals. His father, a tradesman, migrated to Australia as an assisted
migrant in 1951 and settled in Adelaide. His mother, a nurse, instilled the need
for education. After high school at Adelaide Nailsworth Tech College, when a
cadet in Duntroon, he met Marie whose Ukrainian parents had been granted
refuge from the Nazi regime which had indentured them as labourers during
the war. They have three children —John, Caroline and Richard; they have 5
grandchildren Ellen, Charlie, the twins Isabella and Charlotte and Daniel. John
leaves brothers Leslie and Daniel and two sisters — Mary and Patricia.

Having completed officer training with distinction he declined to cross the line
to serve in the army and instead studied Medicine. Following a short time in
General Practice in New Zealand and country South Australia he sought the
challenge of surgery and trained in General Surgery; his mentors, recognising
his talent, fostered an interest in vascular surgery.

John was introduced to arterial angioplasty during a visit to Stanford when
considering further training towards cardiac surgery. There he witnessed
coronary artery angioplasty and realised that arterial surgery would benefit
most by the combination of open surgical expertise and minimally invasive
techniques. John decided that it was necessary for the complete vascular
surgeon to have all the skills available to treat arterial disease and it became
his passion to master every one — he led from the front on his own with
sessions in the Adelaide Ashford Private Hospital cardiology catheter theatre.
As a result, the course of vascular surgery in Australia was changed forever.
John laid down the foundation stone for minimally invasive modern vascular
surgery and training in Australia and set the standard for the particular skill set
required for the incorporation of the specialty that is now called endovascular
surgery. Australian and New Zealand vascular surgeons built on his pioneering
work to make the training and practice of Vascular Surgery a model for the
world to follow and John moved on to other challenges, especially in the aorta.
John’s dedication, endurance and example to others were fuelled by patient
gratitude, the satisfaction of teaching colleagues, the exhilaration of
achievement and the revelation of possibilities with minimally invasive
techniques. While alone on the pioneer path he was sustained by his love for,
and by, Marie and his close family. Caffeine and adrenalin compensated for
rest until the effort exhausted him. No one could have given more and his
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legacy is now assured in the skills he left in trust.
Tribute prepared by Michael Lawrence-Brown.

Izzi Wright

Dr Isabel Wright, sadly passed away in England on Friday the 8th
April 2016. Recently she had been back in the UK for family

| reasons. Isabel was well known to us all in the Medical
community and was passionate and committed to education,
development and research, taking scientific evidence based

view.

Izzi obtained a doctorate while working at Cardiff University from 1993 -1998.
After this, Isabel worked for Boots head office from 1998-2002. She then
specialised in Vascular Ultrasound in the National Health Service. Her first post
in New Zealand was a Vascular Sonography position in Christchurch for one
year during 2003. She subsequently stayed in Christchurch on a more
permanent basis until 2006. After this time she moved back to Europe, working
in Dublin, Ireland and then Manchester, United Kingdom but returned to New
Zealand in 2007. Early in the New Zealand phase of her career, Isabel also
obtained the ASUM Vascular DMU in 2008.She has worked in Vascular Labs in
Christchurch, Hamilton and Wellington. Whilst in Hamilton, Isabel was actively
involved in setting up the Vascular Lab and the governance around the facility.
Isabel was an active member of the New Zealand branch of ASUM. She served
as branch secretary for a number of years and was often a conference co-
convenor. She frequently travelled and spoke at a number of conferences and
study days throughout Australia and New Zealand and South-East Asia. The
way Isabel presented physics and medical statistics to delegates was unique
and easy to understand. She had a real gift explaining the unexplainable.

In her clinical work, she always looked for ways of working smarter and
delivering better care for her patients. She remembered many of her patients
by name and was much loved by them for her friendly and caring disposition.
She was instrumental in facilitating and planning the Ultrasound components
of The Australian and New Zealand Society of Vascular Surgery Meetings.
Isabel was active in establishing the Thoracic Database in New Zealand and
functioned for many years as the Database Administrator, generating several
important publications. She was a gifted researcher and enthusiast for many of
the activities she participated in. She spread much of that enthusiasm to many
others in the Medical, Vascular and Ultrasound world. She trained many
ultrasound practitioners including Sonographers, Doctors, point of care
Practitioners and Nurses.

Isabel (I1zzy) was warm, generous and kind-hearted who was always fun to be
out with. lzzy enjoyed life, her family, friends, entertaining and travelling and
will be sadly missed by us all. Isabel will be remembered as a wonderful friend
and colleague. Our thoughts go out to her family.

This tribute was put together with love and respect for lzzy by Coralie Christie,
Anita Humphries, Rex de Ryke, Elaine Hampton, Martin Necas, Gerry Hill, Helen
Sutton, Janine Thirlwall, Mr Thodur Vasudevan, Mr Andrew Hill. Norman and
Ann Wright (Izzy’s parents) have kindly in their grief contributed.



